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To the peak R EAD ER. 


HEN] firſt wrote and publiſt'd 
be following Debate, it was not 


then, nor is it now my Deſign to 


Church of Crit if Fate with 


muſt confeſs 
that their 2 Juriſdictiun, and their Su- 


periority over the reſt of their Fellau-Miniſters, 


whether Presbyters, Curates, Subſtitutes or Lec- 
turers, 7s what. I cannot tell how to give into. 
With me it is an Article of Faith, that they 
are all Equal, and not Subordinate to any, no 
not to BONNER himſelf. And therefore give 
me leave to ſay again, that I cannot help be- 


 lieving, that all ſuch as are regularly call d to 


Office, are as truly Biſh 105 as any Dioceſan 
pon Earth ; and that there is no Superiority 
or Inferiority among em, ſave that only which 


ic due from a common Principle of Morality and 
Civility for the Tounger in Tears to pay a * 
Ference and Reverence to the Elder. 


Timothy we are told was a Biſhop, tho' no 


where ſo ſtiled in Holy Writ ; unleſs it be grant. 


ed that ever Miniſter is a Biſhop, as Paul himlelf 
doth phraſe em: which I know our learned Rab- 
bies dare not grant, tho an undoubted Truth.  . 


Object. But dothnot the Poſtſcript at the end of 


the Second Epiſile to Timothy, ſtile him a Biſhop £ 

Anſwer. It. doth ſo : But that Poſtſcript. ts 
not RAG, nor any {7 of that Lpitte, as 4 
2 in 
ro ke). 


deny the Office of Biſhops in the 


To the Coutteoue RE ADE K. 


ins 


in Mr. Perkins g Works is prov d at large; it is ng 
Appendix of Paul's, but the private Opinion of 
ſome Scribe or Expoſitor, added to it after the 
Epiſtle was written. Aud therefore, with Sub- 
miſfon to better Fudgments, my humble Opinion 
19, that that Poſtſcript ought. not to have been 
Printedi in the fame, but in a different atter. 
Nevertheleſs, we grant that Timothy 2 4 
Biſhop ; but no Dioceſan one, nct yg | 
and egree above a Presbyter, but only 7. * 4 
405 as was equal, the ſame, and 10 Ways 
erent from an Elder. W 
"A Dioceſan Biſhop 10 what the Seri dure | 
knows nothing of, i. S. ſuch as our Modern 
Prelates are, who preſi- 7 over many Congrega- 
tions. Theſe are ſuch Officers as are lineally 
deſcended from the Church and Pope of Rome, 
Pretenders to Antiquity ! but let em prove it if 
they can, that either in the Apoſtles time, or for 
the Space of 300 Tears after, has a Bijbop: WAS 
ſet over more than one ſingle Congregation. © 
Let no Man miſtake me, J am not againſt Bi- 
ſoope, as. I ſaid before, I «wn ſuch to be the 
mniſters 0 400 ns Chriſt, and that they are of 
Divine Inſtitution; but as totheir Epiſcopal Juriſ- 
diftion whereby they are diſtinguiſh d from, or ele- 
vated above. any ordinary Presbyter and Mini- 
ier, F cannot perceive it to be from any Divine 
Charter. or Commiſh Jon, but merely Humans: 


Ft . tho we herein differ, I do 


heartily wiſh and deſire that we may agree iu 
Points more Fundamental ; which Joe for ver 


be the Prayer 
7 WILLIAM CLARKE. 


— 


Shade, Sept. 21. 1711. 


Am inform d that ſince you 
are become a Conformiſt, you 
A bave not only made many 
ſevere Reflections upon Dy- 
ſenters merely calumnious, 
but moſt ſhamefully owned 
(in your open Conteffion this 
laft Lord's Day in the Morning at I hitechapel 
Church) That your Pretenſions to the ſacred 
Work of the Miniſtry, while among the Diſſæu- 
ters, (tho ordain d by the Hands of the Preſ- 
bytery) was without a lawful Call thereto. 
And further; that you did then and there 
endeavour to prove; trom Heb. v. 4, 5. That 
none have a Right or Call to the Work. of the 

Miniſtry without Epiſcopal Ordination. 
As to your Call to the Work while among 
us, and your Carriage ſince your departure, 
are Points that I ſhall not here diſpute on, only 
beg this Favour of you in a few Lines, to take 
a little Pains with me upon that Theſis of yours, 
drawn from the aforemention d Text; tor to 
me 
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9 
me it ſeems plain, That ſuch a Poſition is a 
Concluſion beyond the Premiſes: And further 
I do aſſure you, that if you ſhall make good 
the fame, I ſhall not only confeſs myſelf guilty - 
of Schiſm, but alſo of Sacrilege, and withal 
conforming myſelf to the National Church, 
ſhall own” mytelf your Debtor, oblig d in all 
Gratitude, from | 

Tour Friend and Servant, 


| William Clarke 


p" 


_ 


S IR, 22 £ 
| Doubt not of your Sincerity, and I hope 
you will not ſuper mine. I will give 
you in ſhort, what has prevailed with me; 
No Man taketh this Honour, Gc. 
Hence I infer the Neceſſity of Ordination 
from thoſe to whom God has given that Power 
and Authority; for I ſuppoſe we ſeek not now' 
an extraordinary Call, to be vouched by Mari- 
cles, and the ordinary Call from the Apoſites 
Times has been in Epiſcopal Ordination. I 
deſire to know ane Organized and Conſtituted 
Church without Biſhops in all the Chriſizan 
World, before Mr. John Calvin ; and that he 
was not againſt Biſhops, but for them, theſe 
are his own Words'to the Duke of N 1. 
. Sir, 


9 


8 
Sir, I acknowledge that God hath made 
you an eſpecial Inſtrument of reſtoring his 
pure and ſincere Worſhip in the Kingdom of 
England; yea, and J ſeverely condemn thoſe 
Seditious and Hot- brain ſick People, who, un- 
der the Colour of Religion, would bring in 
Diſorder and Confuſion. And in another Epiſ- 
tle to thoſe Engliſhmen at Frankfort, who 
would have alter d our Settlements, the ſame 
Calvin intimateth, That there was no manifeſt 
Impiety in them; and therefore adviſed them 
not to be; ſtiff and capricious above meaſure. 
And in an Epiſtle to Bullinger he confeſſes, that 
he adviſed Hooper to Conformity. In another 
to the Duke of Somerſet, youll find, that his 
— was clearly for Conformity, in all 
its Points and outmoſt Extent of it, either in 
Point of Doctrine or Prayers, and the Rites 
and Ceremonies thereof: He tells as to the | 
Doctrine, As for to take great Care of the de- | 
ſultory Wits, the light giddy-headed People, | 
that deſire for themielves too boundleſs a Li- | 
berty ; the Gate is to be ſhut againſt curious | 
{| 
| 
; 


new-fangled Doctrines.. In Points of Prayers 
and Rites, as to the Form of Prayers, I do 
very much approve (faith Calvin) that there 
be one certain Form, partly to provide againſt 
the Simplicity and Idleneſs of ſome, and partly 
to demonſtrate the Agreement of the Churches 
among themſelves, and laſtly, to provide againſt 
the deſultory Levity of thoſe Men who are 
always aflecting Novelties. 9 
| . Br other, 
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f Brother, If this be the Fact (as truly it 


is) have not the Presbyterians, and all other 
Diſſenters grote off from the Frame of the 
Church for 1500 Tears after Chriſt, and take 


the Honour of the Priefihood to themſelves, 


not only without Biſhops, but in Oppoſition to 
them, and Defiance of that Order, even where 
your Biſhops are Orthudox is the Faith, merely 


en account of Epiſcopacy ? and ſhall we tand 


by ourſelves againſt all the Chriſtiah Churches 
in the World for. the firſt 1500 Tears! This 
ſeems to me a new Call, aud againſt the old 
Call. If 1 ani wrong in the Fart and that 
the Presbyterian Churches without Biſhops can 
be ſhew'd me in a general Current from the 
Apoſtles, as plain and evident as the Succeſſion 
. Epiſcopacy, I will retiat# and return to you; 

ft if this cannot be done, then I hope you 
will perform what you promiſed in your Letter, 


(and reconcile yourſelf to the truly Apoſtolical 


and Epiſcopal Church. This is a ſhort Iſue, 
and will not trouble us with much Diſputing: 
I pray God dirett us all, tho we differ at 
preſent in Opinion, let it not deſtray our Cha- 


rich, I wiſh you heartily Well, (and as I am) 


yea, I wiſh the ſame to all my late Brethren, 
and ſball be glad to ſerve you or any of them 
in all Chriſtian Offices, and I hope ne other 


' from you or them; ſo 1 reſt 


YOURS, | 
Wiliam Richardſoni | 
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75 October the 19th, 1711: 
STIR, $26 < | 
I Received Yours, bearing no Date, as a 
A Reply to my laſt, but ſo far Wide of the 
Matter, chat I can hardly tell how to call 
it an Anſwer: For if you pleaſe to remem- 
ber, my Requeſt was this, That you would 
prove your Theſis drawn from Heb. v. 4, 5. 
that none have a Right or Call to the Wark 
F the Miniſtry without Epiſcepat Ordination. 
Inſtead of which you have only barely aſſert- 
ed, without proof, unleſs your Digreſſions ſtand 
for one : However I ſhall, like a fair Anta- 


goniſt, take no Advantage from your Miſ- 


takes, only Sum up thoſe thoſe Things which 
to me ſeem the moſt Material, that I may 
without Confuſion pracced. 


Now, Sir, if I miſtake you not in your 


Reply, you conclude from the forementioned 
Text, a N of Ordination from thoſe 
to whom God | hath given full Power and 
Authority. I fuppoſe in that Inference you 
mean (tho you have not there told me ſo) 


that none muſt aſſume the Work of the Mi- 
niſtry without the Ordination of a Biſhop 5 _. 
and the Reaſon of * Point is, becauſe (as 


vou 


10 

vou fay) the ordinary Call to the Work of 
the Miniſtry throughout the Chriſtian World 
cover ſince the, Apoſtles Time, until Mr. John 
Calvin, hath been Epiſcopal Ordination; and 
to Corroborate what you have ſaid on this 
Head from Part of Mr. Calvins Epiſtles, 
you have endeavour d to Suggeſt, that he alſo 
own'd and approv'd an Epiſcopal Government 
in the Church; and in the cloſe of all 
ou have made this Uſe of the whole, to 
Reflect upon Diſſeuters as Schiſmaticks,. for 
breaking off from the Frame of the Church 
for 1500 Years. This, Sir, (if T miſtake you 
not) is the Sum and Subſtance of your Epiſ- 
tle. But I proceed ere 


Firſt, To your Inference from theſe Words, 
No man taketh this honour to himſelf but 
he that is called of God as was Aaron, Ge. 
Heb. v. 4, 5. Hence, fay you, I infer @ Ne- 
ceſity of Ordination from thoſe to whom God 
bath proven full Power and Authority. Theſe 


are your Words. 


A ſtrange Concluſion, which has no. Foot- 
ing in the Text, that I can ſee; and were 
I to grant you the Poſition, yet is it no 
ways deducible from the Words. The Text 
fays, they muff be called of God; and you 
tell us of Epiſcopal Ordination. Why, good 
Sir ? Either piſcopal Ordination and this Cal 
1 in 


C1] 
in the Text, are one and the ſame, or they 
are diſtinct Things; if one and the ſame; 
then neither Aaron nor Chriſt was call'd of 
God, becauſe never Epiſcopally Ordain d: It 
they are diſtinct Things, then your Conclu- 
ſion is not fairly drawn. Beſides (as tis well 
obſerv'd) the Apoſtle is not here ſpeaking of 
a Goſpel Miniſtry, but a legal one; neither 
of the whole Miniſtry, but one Order thereof, 
dig. Prieſts ; nor is it of all under that Order, 
but the High-Prieſt only; and this  High- 
Prieſt is conſider d as offering; Sacrifice for 
Sins, (Ver. 1. 3.) and this honour no man 


taketh to himſelf, but he that is called of 


God as was Aaron : Who dares take. this 
Honour unto himſelf of offering ' Sacrifice for 


Sins, but He. (that is, Chriſt) who was called 


of God as Aaron was. This: only was. the 
Deſign ot the Apoſtle in theſe Words, to 
ſhow. us that Chriſt is the High- Prieſt call d, 
to Sacrifice for Sins, as Aaron was under the 
legal Diſpenſation, and that he was to fuc- 
ceed and come in the Room and Place of 
that legal Prieſthood; and if ſo, how wide 
then is your Concluſion, that becauſe no Man 
muſt take the Office of an High-Prieſt; to 
oller Sacrifige for Sins, without God, Call, 
as Aaron had, therefore none muſt preach 


the Goſpel without Zpiſcopal Ordination? But 


(nz Dt + £ Secondly, 


— 


L121 
Secondly, Tho you have not prov'd your 
Poſition from the Text; yet you'll ſay, here's 
a Proof ſufficient ; becauſe the Ordinary Call 
to the Work of the Miniſtry, throughout the 
Chriſtian World, ever ſince the Apoſtles Time 
until Calvin, hath been Epiſcopal Ordination. 


That no Man muſt preach without a Call, I 
grant, but that Ordination is this Call, it re- 
mains by you to be provd ; and when you 
have ſo done, T'll prove, that Roman Catholicks 
are call d of God; and then what follows, but 
that we are guilty of thoſe things which. by 

them are laid to our Cage? 


Sir, by what J have ſaid, I would not have 
you think that I am againſt but for Oradi- 
nation, when any are call d to preach ex Of- 
ficio; nor am I againſt it as Epiſcopal, if 
agreeable with the Primitive Conſtitution ; but 
with ſubmiſſion, I humbly conceive, that the 
Difference is exceeding great between Epi/- 
copacy as Apoſtolical, and that of the pre- 
ſent Conſtitution ; for let us look back to the 
Ancient and Apoſtolical Epiſcopacy, and we 
ſhall find that- the Office of a Biſhop is no 

more, but the fame, with the Office of any 
and every Miniſter of Chriſt, who are Re- 

gularly Call'd to Office; the Term is H- 

nonimous, and ſigniſies the fame Perſon, the 

tame Officer: And this will appear; becauſe 

in 


. 


age Uf ſbe ow” Tefament up 
is the Lay | 


: Paſtors and Teachers, are 
the me with and no that es,. | 


| Fr, That an Elder and a Biſbop is_but 
one and the fame Officer, I prove from 
Acts xx, 17. And from Miletus he ſent to 


Epheſus, and called the Elders of the Church, 


6c. Now theſe very Elders he calls Biſhops, 
Ver. 28. Take heed . unto your ſelvec 
and to all the Flock over which the Holy 
Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers, &e. Now, 
Sir, you know in the Greet it is Biſhops, 
wich which compare Tit. i. 5, 6, 7. For this 
cauſe I left thee in Crete, that thou ſbouldeſt 
et in order the things that are wanting, and or- 
dain Elders in every City, &c. If any 


s, &e. For a Biſhop ſhall be blametefs, &. 


Secondly, Elders and have the ame 
Name and Office of a Biſhop, As xx. 17, 28. 
Take heed therefore unto yourſelves and 10 


28 that is, to all the Paſtoral Flock 


as the hath it) over which 
hg Holy f E pea you * 
(that is nikops) to feed (or, as the Learned 


rell us, to play the Paſtors to) he Church 
F Cod, &. So 1 Pet. v. 1, 2. The Elders 
you T exhort, &c. (what to 
of God which om ou, 


which are 
do?) feed the 


7 the overſeebt 1 &c. t is 
ning 25 of, ith 


blame- © 
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Caith 4. Learned /Expoſitor upon theſe Words) 
the Elders. I exhort to do the Duty of Paſtors 
to the Paſtoral Flack of God which is among 
you, diſcharging the Office of a Biſhop. 


 Thirdly,, A Teacher and Biſbop is the ſame 
Perſon or Officer; 1 Tim. iii. 1, 2. Fa nan 
defireth the Office . of a:. Biſhop he deſireth 4 
good Work : A Biſhop then muſt be blame- 
- Heſs, the Husband - of one Wife, vigilant, ſo- 
ber, and of good behaviour ; given to. hoſpi- 
tality, apt to teach. Now the ſame Ofticer 
$8 vou | ſhall find call d Biſbop and der, 
| TH. 1. 5, G, 7. N ol ; 


From hence then we . plainly: ſee, that a 
Biſhop is no more than any other Elder, Paſtor 
or Teacher in the Church of Chriſt, and that 
. every Miniſter of Chriſt call d to Office, is 
a Biſbop or Overſcer. This then is , Epiſ- 
copæcy in its Primitiye Senſe; but how far 
this agrees with the preſent Temper of the 
Church judge e. 


Sir, We are not; againſt\, Biſhops according 

to God's. Word, but the Abuſe of them; we 

| fay theſe are indeed to Overſee, but they are 
no Lords over the Flock of Chriſt. The 
Princes of the Gentiles exerciſe Dominion over 
them, and. they. that are great exerciſe Au- 
thority upon them; but it ſhall not be ſo a- 
| | mong 


73 ] 
mong on ( ſaith- our Lord) but whoſoever - 
will be great among. you, let him be your 
Miniſter ; and whoſoever will be ebief among 
vou, tet him be your - Servant, Matt. xx. 25, 
266 jet 07 750889 WEROT O21 11k: 

(Sir, I would be glad to know whether 
Biſhop Timothy was ſuperior to Parſon Paul; 
if ſo, Paul exceedingly forgot himſelf when 
he bid Timothy bring his Cloak and Parch- 
ments from Troas, 2 Tim. .1v 13. And I doubt 
not but if you were to do the fame you might 
wait ſome time for a Living.) 


The Miniſtry we ſee is not Dominion, but 
Service; the Goſpel knows no ſuch Creature 
as a Lord Biſhop,” nor did the Church ever, 
until ' corrupted by the Exorbitancy of Self- 
deſigning Men: The which no doubt the 
Apoſtle” fore-ſaw as à Flood coming in upon 
the Church, and therefore warns them againſt 
this very Evil in particular, knowing it to be 
the Baſis and Foundation of a Thouſand more, 
1 Pet. v. 3. Neither as being Lords over 
Gods heritage, but being Examples to the 
Flock.” And God knows theſe Lord-like Crea- 
tures. ſoon ſucceeded, ' and with them innu- 
merable Swarms of Errors; by which Means 
the Church was exceedingly invelop'd with 
the moſt pitchy Clouds of Darkneſs, that all 
Religion ſeem d almoſt extinguiſh'd, and fo 

— continu d 


— — — —— — 
- 
- 


forbear looking bac 
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continu'd till about 15325, at which time, by 
the good. Providence of God, -thoſe. Lights 
(which you ſeem to blow ſo hard at) appear'd; 
by which Means that groſs and obſtinate 
Darkneſs of Popery 


„ began to diſlipate and 
break away ; and of ops Brother, we cannot 


again; | 


| Thirdh, To ſtrengthen what you. Gid for 
pie acy, you tell me in Words at leng th, 
Ivin was net againſt but 12 A | 
as * — from his Epiſtle to t 
Somerſet, Bullinger, and * ante ” 
Frankfort. 


That Caloin wrote Epiſtles to the foremen- 
tion d is granted, nor I diſpute his In- 
dulgency therein towards a People juſt crope 
out of Popery ; the Condition of the Chureh 
was fuch, that they could not without Dan- 

at that time advance any further in the 
Rel ormation, ſuch great and ſudden Revolu- 
tions we were not then able to bear; and 
cherefore he was willing to ſpeak well of and 
encourage thoſe fair Beginnings, until we ha 
further Light and Strength to reform in Diſ- 


cipline as well as Doctrine; we were then 


too weak to bear many things, and therefore 
for a time muſt be forborn, even as our 
Lord, who acts the Part of K 2 Teader Shep- 


herd, will go our Pace, until we are kae 


| #1 


. * , - A 
L 4 4 
C17 1 


ſe; John xv. 12. I have many things to 


for unto you, but ye cant bear them now. 
This was then our Caſe, and the Point 15 
very tender, that our Reformers were forced 
to give way a little, leſt poſſibly we ſhould 
have rect'd back again to Popery. 80 that 
if the aforeſaid Calvin in that Day did ad- 
viſe any to Conformity, it was not becauſe 
he adrfiired that Conſtitution as Epiſcopal, but 
becauſe ſound in the other Doctrines of Chriſt ; 
he was pltas'd that the Reformation was begun, 
that we were geting out of Popery, and ad- 
vancing ſo near the Rule, 8 


And I doubt not if there were Diviſions in 


the Church of Deumart or Sweedland, but 
that our Divines in their Epiſtles would adviſe 
thoſe Diſſenters to Conformity; not becauſe 


they admire the Lutherau Principles in all its 
Points, but that the Proteſtant Intereſt might 
be ſtrengthened. A 


But to come a little nearer Home; T am 
inform'd by one that knows it well, that 
My. C——— 2a Roman Catholick, made of 
yourlelf'a Profelyte to the Church (yea High- 


Church). Now, Sir, can any in reaſon fup- 


poſe that he took that Pains with you becauſe 


in his Judgment your Church was according to 


the Apoſtolick Conſtitution > No, but he was 
Wuling to get you as near as he could, and 
C hopes 


LS, Y.4 
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hopes at length to get you quite over. Now 
Juſt + as Fee Reaſon have you to ſay, that 
Calvin was not againſt but for Biſbops : Nay 
further I can prove, that Calvin was for no 
ſuch Government in the Church ; for his 
Model or Platform of Ecclæſiaſtical Diſci- 
pline, was by a Presbytery, looking upon it 
as neareſt the Primitive Pattern, as far as 
diſcover d in the New Teſtament, as we find 
by his own Words to the Magiſtrates and 
People of Geneva, when recall'd by them from 
Strasburg in the Year 1541, in which he 
tells them, That he could not diſcharge his 
Miniſterial Function, unleſs they would en- 
tertain a Presbytery, ſtrengthened with Eccle- 

ſiaſtical Diſcipline, together with his Doctrine: 

To which Motion they conſented. But now, 


Fourthly, To your Application, in which 
you are pleas'd to * the Diſſenters witng 
Schiſm, for breaking off from the Frame of 
the Church for*1500 Years ; you ſhould have 
| laid 1517 Years. | 


Now, Sir, I would be a little Jocoſe in 
turning the Tables upon you, but that I fear 
you'll cenſure ; however I only fay, That if 
you and I ſhould enter into the Merits of 
the Cauſe, I fear the Roman Catholict will 

fall foul of us both, and then we ſhall be put 


to it to anſwer them; therefore I beg, be- 
wb, cauſe 


/ 


„ 

cauſe you ſtand a little nearer than myſelf, 
that you would be pleasd to fave me the 
labour of an Anſwer, by clearing yourſelf firſt 
of Schiſm from the Church of Rome ; becauſe 
the fame Arguments that clears you of Schiſm 
from them, ſerves to clear us from you: But 
if this be a Task too hard for you, then are 
you held as culpable for breaking off from 
the Frame of the Church after 1517 Years, 
which, as you ſay, was Epiſcopal, and will 
not they ſay, that you have taken the Ho- 
nour the Prieſthaud to yourſelves? And 
then I could not forbear falling in upon the 
back of all with the Words of the Apoſtle, 
Rom. ii. 21, 22. Thou therefore that teacheſt 
another, teacheſt thou not thy ſelf, &c. With 
which I conclude, tho' ſomewhat abrupt, 
only ſaying, That I cannot at preſent ſee 
any weight in what you have faid for Con- 
formity ; therefore unleſs ſomewhat better can 
be offer d for my Satisfaction, I muſt remain 
as I am, tho in Charity with you and all 
of your Perſwaſion; and I do aſſure you, 
that I ſhall be aeady upon all Occaſions to 
ſerve you, as I ever was; hoping no other 
from you. I am, ; 


STIR, 
YOURS, 
William Clarke, 


> 


. 
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THE 


Loyal Non-Conformuſt : 
0 


An Account what he dare ſwear, 
and what he dare not ſwear. 


TREE Civil Government I will obey, : 
But for Church-Policy, I ſwear I doubt it ; 
And if my Bible want th Apocryphs, 

Tu ſwear my Book may be compleat without it: 


I dare not ſwear Church-Government is right 
it ſhould be; but this 1 dare to ſwear, 
(If they ſhou d put me tot) that Biſhops might 
Do better, and be better than they are. 


Nor will I ſwear for all that they are worth; _ 
That Biſhopricks will ſtand and Doomſday ſee ; 


And yet I'll ſwear the Goſpel holdeth forth, 
" Chriſt with his Miniſters til then ſhall be, © | 


1 
5 That ar- was a Prelate, they aver, 
| But Til not ſwear t, when all is ſaid and done; 
But I dare ſWear, and hope J ſhall not err, | 
He preach'd a hundred Sermons to their one. 


Peter a Fiſher was, and he caught Men, 
And they have Nets, and in them catch Men too, 

But I'll not ſwear they are alike, for them 4 
He caught he av d- theſe catch, and them undo, - 


I dare not {wear that Courts Eecleſiaſtick, 
Do in their Laws make juſt and gentle Votes; 
But T'll be ſworn that Burton, Pryn and Baſtwick, 
Were once Ear-witneſſes of harſher Notes. 


Archdeacons, Deans and Chapters are brave Men, 
By Canon, not by Scripture ; but to this, 

If I be call'd, T'll ſwear, and ſwear again, 
That no ſuch Chapter in my Bible is. 


For Holy Veſtments TIl not take an Oath, 
Which Linnen moſt Canonical may be; 

Some are for Lawn, ſome Holland, ſome Scotchcloth, 
And Hemp for ſome, is fitter than all three. * 


" <P 3p 


Paul 


% 


N 

Paul had 2 Cloak and Books, and Parchments too, | 4 
But that he wore a Splice, Ill not fear; | 
Nor that his Parchments did his Ogder thew, A 
Or in his Book there was 2 Common- Prayer. 


And yet Church-Government I do allow, 
And am contented Biſhops be the Men ; 
And that T ſpeak in Earneſt, here I vow, + 
Where we have One, I wiſh we might have Ten, 


In fine, the Civil Power I will obey, 8 
And ſeek the Peace and Welfare of the Nation; 
If this won't do, I know not what to ſay, 

But farewel EA Of r 


. 


Vi d, Wilde“ lier Boreale, 
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to be ſold þ William Clarke, 
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WILLIAM « CL 'ARKE, late of Sade)? 


